News & Updates
ILLINOIS LAW AMENDMENTS TO IMPACT CIVIL JURY SIZES AND ASBESTOS CLAIM POTENTIAL
Two recent amendments to the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure will have a significant impact upon future civil damage cases and asbestos
exposure claims. The first pertains to the reduction of jurors in civil trials from 12 to six jurors. The second relates to the exclusion of asbestosrelated injury claims from the construction statute of repose.
Effective June 1, 2015, jury demands in civil cases will be limited to six jurors (735 ILCS 5/2-1105 as amended by Public Act 098-1132). The
requirement for a civil verdict remains unanimous. For cases pending prior to June 1, 2015, in which a 12-person jury has been demanded, a 12person jury will be convened.
Also effective June 1, 2015, Illinois’s 10-year Statue of Repose regarding damages in tort or contract for “design, planning, supervision,
observation or management of construction, or construction of an improvement to real property” has been amended to exclude the limitation for
cases “based on personal injury, disability, disease or death resulting from the discharge into the environment of asbestos” (735 ILCS 5/13-214
as amended by Public Act 098-1131).
A constitutional challenge is expected, as the new law may have the effect of reviving causes of action that have already been time barred. If the
amendment is upheld, it may have the effect of creating a new category of asbestos defendants in Illinois. Builders, developers, engineers,
architects, and all others involved in the design and selection of building materials and components may now face unlimited exposure. Assuming
a plaintiff alleges an asbestos-related disease from exposure to asbestos in buildings (e.g., maintenance workers, trades persons), construction
professionals may now be new target defendants as they have lost the immunity from personal injury lawsuits provided by the original Illinois
Construction Statute of Repose.
If you have questions about how these amendments may impact your business, please contact:
James W. Ozog (312.572.8406; jozog@goldbergsegalla.com)
David J. O’Connell (312.572.8405; doconnell@goldbergsegalla.com)
Or another member of Goldberg Segalla’s Product Liability or Toxic Torts Practice Groups
Attorney Advertising © 2018 Goldberg Segalla
Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.
New York
Chicago
Los Angeles
Orange County
Orlando
West Palm Beach
St. Louis
Philadelphia
Miami
Baltimore
Newark
Garden City

Hartford
Princeton
Greensboro
Raleigh
Buffalo
Rochester
Syracuse
Albany
White Plains
London

