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U.S. DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF CONNECTICUT - DISMISSAL OF ASBESTOS CLAIMS FOR LACK OF CAUSATION
UNDER CONNECTICUT AND MARITIME LAW (FEB. 19, 2015)

In this case, the plaintiff presented an affidavit of decedent attesting to asbestos exposure, a death certificate confirming the mesothelioma, and
co-worker depositions showing that the decedent was generally exposed to asbestos at the Groton Connecticut shipyard while overhauling
nuclear submarines. Several defendants moved for summary judgment on the ground that while the plaintiff established the decedent’s exposure
to asbestos during his career, there was no evidence that causally connected any of that exposure to any of the particular defendants. The court
initially ruled that it need not decide whether Connecticut or Maritime law applied because under either standard the plaintiff did not meet the
evidentiary burden of linking a specific manufacturer’s product to decedent’s the exposure. The Court stated: “The plaintiffs have not, however,
demonstrated that the defendants manufactured or distributed asbestos-containing products utilized at the Groton shipyard.”

Click here for a copy of the decision. 

If you have questions about how this case may impact your business, please contact:

Joseph J. Welter  (716.566.5457; jwelter@goldbergsegalla.com)
Jason A. Botticelli (716.566.5460; jbotticelli@goldbergsegalla.com)
Or another member of Goldberg Segalla’s Toxic Torts Practice Groups
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